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This form is for use in nominating @ requesting determinations of eligibility for Individual preperties or districts. See instructions in Guideiines
for Compiating National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking “x"" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. !f an item doesnot apply to the property being documented, enter “"NJA™ for "no! applicable.” For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instrucetions. For additional space use continuation sheet s
(Form 10-800a). Type all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name  Nealv Gordon Farm
other namaes/site number 6(0-397

streat & number YA Routes 637 and &03 n/A L_Jnot for publication
city, town Brush Harbor L vicinity
state Vireinia code ya county Mont oomerwy code 1721 zip code 240137

3, Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
3 private Dbuilding(s} Contributing Noncontributing
[ ] public-iocal [ ] district 7 0 buildings
[ public-State [site 0 0 sites
] public-Federal l:] structure i 0 structures

|:| object 0 — 0 objects

3 _ 0  Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Prehistoric and Number of contributing resources previousty
Historie Resonrces nf Montgomery County listed in the National Register _ g

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, { hereby certify that this
Eﬂnominanon Drequest for determination of sligibility meets the documentationstandards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property maets Ddoes not meet the National Register criteria. DSae continuation sheet.

Signature af certifying official Date

Direcror, Virginia Department of Higroyic Resaurces
Sarea Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ Imeets [_Idoes not meet the National Register criteria. | See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Data

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Natlonal Park Service Certification
I, hereby, cedify thal this property 15:

[jentered in the National Register.
D See continuation shest.

[ determined eligible lor the National
Register, D See continuation sheet.

[ determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I:lremoved from the National Register.
other, (explain:)

Signatura of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Funclions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (entar categarias from instructions)
Domestic: single dwelling ice ai .
Domestic: secondary structures Domestic: secondary structure
Agriculture: animal facilities vacant/not in use
Agriculture: agricultural outbujlding vacant/not in nge

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
{enler categories from instructions)

foundation _Stone: limestone

Other: single-pen plan walls wood: weatherboard

Other: saddlebag plan

toot metal: tin

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The small two-story saddlebag farmhouse is 1located in a
hilly section of rough mountain land. It is the result of three
building campaigns beginning in the post-Civil War era and ending
in about 1820. Nearby is a large collection of agricultural and
domestic outbuildings, including a frame meathouse, privy,
springhouse with lattice-enclosed forebay, hog shed, two large
barns, and corncrib. The buildings are largely unused but in a
good state of repair.

The house began as a nearly square log single-pen dwelling
of two stories. It was supported on stone piers. A cellar
beneath seems to have been added and has earthen and horizontal
mud-insulated flush board walls. It is entered through a door in
the east wall, the house being built into a bank. The floor
above is supported by untrimmed log joists. The cornice isg
formed by a projecting log plate supported on projecting 1log
ends. The house was heated by an exterior stone chimney on the
west gable end. The log walls were originally whitewashed on the
interior and exterior. The interior has received modern
paneling. An enclosed stair in the southeast corner gives access
to the second floor. The windows have six-over-six double-hung
sashes. A simple Federal-type mantel with a splayed ornamental
keystone is displayed at the fireplace, which has been lined with
concrete in recent vears.

A frame lateral addition was made to the west of the house
about 1900, enclosing the chimney. A ladder stair was inserted
to the south of the passage, giving access to the new second-
floor room, and a passage was cut between the two first-floor
rooms to the north of the chimney. The new wing has six-over-six
double-hung sash windows and a door and window on each front in
the same position as those on the original house. A porch
connects the two sections across the south front, and also joins
a semi-detached two-room kitchen ell built about 1920. A brick
stack was added to the early stone chimney.

The outbuildings around the house are: a frame
weatherboarded meathouse with an overhanging gable over off-

@See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance

Centitying official has considered the significance of this proparty in relation to other propeniies:
" [T nationatty [T statewide T tocally

Applicable National Register Criteria DA DB E\'__!C E]D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ( JA [ 1B [_Jc [Jo [Je [JF Oa

Areas of Significance {enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Architecture _ca, 1875 - 1995 B N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significam Person Architect/Builder
N/A Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Nealy Gordon Farm is significant under criterion C as an
important assemblage of structures representing Appalachian
farmhouse forms and their associated outbuildings. The farm also
illustrates the changes in plan types associated with vernacular
architecture in the area between the second half of the
nineteenth century and the first quarter of the twentieth. The
original house was a nearly square (approximately 17 x 18 feet)
single~pen log house. As few as eight square or nearly square
log houses from the mid- to late nineteenth century were
identified in a Montgomery County survey of 1986, and only

fourteen were identified from all periods. The Nealy Gordon
House is one of the best preserved from among more than 125
houses of all +types. The square plan is a recognized but

relatively rare form, the most popular by far being the
rectangular form. When altered by the addition of a frame wing
the house assumed a form recognized by vernacular architectural
historians as a popular additive form, the saddle-bag plan.
While as few as three saddlebag-plan houses were identified from
all periods in the county, it is a well known form in adjacent
areas. The fact that the builder chose to execute an addition to
a log house in a material other than log, and at such a late
date, 1is indicative of the durability of traditional forms
despite the emergence of competing popular house types of the
period. The semi-detached ell is very unusual. The domestic and
agricultural outbuildings are all contributing. All demonstrate
the spacial layout and function of the farm and domestic space
during the period of significance.

The house was built in the late nineteenth century by Nealy
Gordon, according to his daughter, the current owner. She was
born there, but her oldest sister, who was 85 in 1986, was not
born there, although she is sure it was built well before 1901.
Mrs. Dunn (Mary Gordon) lived on and maintained the farm

[ ISee continuation sheet
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center doors to the north; a small saddle-notched log barn with a
projecting round log plate, standing-seam metal rocof, and
weatherboard in the gable to the west; a frame privy; a frame
weatherboarded springhouse to the east ¢f the house with latticed
forebay and standing-seam metal roof; and a frame hog shed to the
southeast. An important agricultural complex that dates from the
late nineteenth and early twentieth century is 1located to the
south of the house. The complex includes a log single-crib barn
that features a 1leanto on three sides, saddle-notched and
untrimmed log joists, a square lcog plate, vertical boards in the

gable, a corrugated metal roof, and a frame corncrib that stands
nearby.
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until she moved in with her children in a house closer to the
main road some years ago.



3. Major Bibliographical References

Dunn, Mary Gordon. Interview, June 1986.

[:ISee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS);

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested [x] state nistoric preservation office
Dpreviously listed in the Naticnal Register [ ]other State agency
Dprsviousiy determined eligible by the National Register [:’Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark [ liocat government
recorded by Historic American Buildings I:] University
Survey # DOther
Drecordad by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Pecord # Virginia Department of Historic Resources
221 Governor Streef
10. Geographical Data Richmond WA 23219

Acreage of property _less than three acrps

UTM Refarences

Al talavtloo ol lavlnslaw 2ol Bl b L 1y o] Ly i Ll ]
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

CL_L_J[iIaLIJ]!lIlIIJ ol Ll Loy Pl bty ]

[:]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Beginning at point A 40 feet north of a small barn and 8y feet west of the farm
drive and proceeding south 400 feet to point B 25 feet south of the large log barn,
thence 265 feet east to point C 50 feet beyond creek, thence 400 feet north following
line 50 feet east of creek to point D, thence 265 feet west to point A.

[ Isee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries were chosen to include the farmhouse, outbuildings, and landscape
features associated with the domestic-related space and farm buildings.

DSee continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitle _ Ci hgonn Worsham
organization Gihson Morsham  Architaect date _June 1988

street & number _RBoute 2, Yellow Sulphur Springs __.telephone (2033} 552-4730Q

city ortown Christianshurg state Virpinia zip code 24073




® 0 W3 4 % GO—'ng.
\ St Plan

Nealy Gordnfarm




| |
ONE-STORY |
FRAME O
1 ACDITION
! !
[ ] J 0 ] ju] O w]
ONE -SSToRY PR
ueP
S 7 T
|~ upP
ENCLOSED 1 ,
STAR— | J %
= T\ -SToX
CELLAR ENTRY — | > FRAME, SECTION
!
TMO"'%TDK{ T |
LOG HeCiDN \—ﬁﬂ‘oNE CHAMNEY
S—— ! —

) A —

T ONE--SSToRY
PorOW

NEALY GORDON FARM MoNTGOMERY ComTr. VA

FIRST FLOOK PLAN

SURVEYED BY.G LY. MAY 1986 o7 4 ¢ 5
NO. G0 -292 | Vo-i-d Lm  ma msm




e vty Foedd
rE Plertvard PPy

w2tan ATe870

: -f“ll-l;:'_- iyl
s

PETRICT
sc=97s 4N3%H0
- A1374D

4 113664
413619






